Wild Salmon Stock Recovery
Efforts In The State Of Washington
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ife managers created théld Stock
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The SSHIAP project will ulti-
mately result in a blueprint for joint
tribal/state cooperative action to docu-
ment current habitat conditions, assess
the role of habitat degradation and loss

. i f all sal d steelh OIin the condition of salmon and steel-
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Salmon and Steelhead
Stock Inventory (SASSI)

The first step in th&Vild Stock
Restoration Initiative — a statewide

Timeline

SASSI groupetVashingtors 435 Because of the need for quick ac-
salmon and steelhead stocks into fivelion 10 reverse the decline of wild
status categories. Of the total, 187 salmon and steelhead stocks, SSHIAP

stocks were categorized as healthy:!S using existing habitat information.
122 depressed; 12 criticalld un- An initial habitat inventory database

known; and one extinct. SASSI will Was expected to be completed in De-

be periodically updated and revised to CéMberwith eforts to update this in-
reflect changes in stock status gath-formation continuing throughout the
ered through monitoring and evalua- life of the project. The completed as-

tion.
tion as it relates to the status of salmon

While compiling the SASSI docu- and steelhead stocks will be available

ment, it became apparent to the tribesPY October 1997. Like SASSI, the
and WDFWthat it would be impos- SSHIAP must be viewed as an ongo-
sible to adequately assess salmon and’d Process, not a one-timefei.
steelhead habitat within the scope of continued funding will therefore be
the stock inventoryBecause freshwa- N€cessary to support the project be-
ter habitat is a basic limiting factor for Yond the initial two-year effort.

the production of some salmon spe-
cies, it was clear that an inventory of
salmon and steelhead habitat must also
be compiled.

SSHIAP reports will be
prepared for each

Salmon and Steelhead watershed in western

Habitat Inventory and Washington.
Assessment (SSHIAP)
Work onthe second stepinWéld  Results

Stock Restoration Initiative — the
Salmon and Steelhead Habitat Inven-
tory andAssessment Project (SSHIAP)
—beganin 1995 and is expectedto be &  Expanded habitat sections
completed in late 1997ribal partici- for the SASSI document
pation in the first phase of thiferft is that describe the location,
being funded through a $400,000 con- amount and current
gressional appropriation.

SSHIAP products will include:

sessment of habitat loss and degrada-

condition of habitats used
at various stages in the life
of salmon and steelhead,
historic habitat loss, and
the natural and manmade
factors contributing to
habitat loss and degrada-
tion;

A database that can be
gueried to provide graphi-
cal depictions of types and
amounts of habitat lost and
degraded and how this af-
fects salmonid stocks of
concern;

Maps showing critical
habitats used by each stock
in each stage of its life;

A habitat protection and
restoration strategy for
each stock and/or water-
shed;

A list identifying future
study needs to fill data gaps
and improve the analysis;
and

A funding strategy to obtain
resources necessary to
implement habitat protec-
tion/restoration strategies
and conduct necessary re-
search.

SSHIAP reports will be prepared
for each watershed in western
Washington. Reports will include:

An overview of each basin
that includes a description
of its location, stream net
work, climate, geology;
vegetation and general
land-use patterns;



A description of the salmon
and steelhead stocks

present in each basin, which

includes general habitat
needs for each life history
phase of the identified
stocks;

A description and mapping
of current and historic habi-
tat distribution and use of
important habitats in the life
history phases of each spe-
cies and stock;

A description of current
habitat conditions along
with the extent and main
causes of habitat loss and
degradation for identified
stream sections throughout
each basin. Migration bar
riers and impacts to spawn-
ing and rearing habitat are
some of the factors that will
be examined. Other factors
will include instream flows
and water quality;

An estimate of how habitat
loss and degradation is
affecting overall production of
each stock in the basin, and
identification of the most sig-
nificant overall factors limit
ing production; and

A habitat protection and
restoration strategy that
identifies habitat goals and
targets for habitat condi-
tions; measures needed to
protect habitat, including
action by tribal, state, fed-
eral, local and private enti-
ties; and measures needed
to restore habitat in the ba-
sin.

Wild Salmonid Policy The Wild Salmonid Policy will

address a number of key issues sur
The Washington Legislature passed rounding wild salmonid conserva-

abillin 1993 requiringDFWto work  tion and management, such as habi-

jointly with appropriate Indian tribes to tat needs, harvest management, ge-

develop avild Salmonid Policy (ESHB netic conservation and appropriate

1309). After completing groundwork uses of hatchery programs.

for the policys development in the

spring of 1994 WDFW produced a

draft scoping document that included aFor The Sake Of

variety of options to encourage further

input into the policys development. In The Salmon

late 1995, at the request of the stte’

governor, WDFWand the tribes were Drawing on the foundation and

joined by relevant state agencies in ef-spirit of Cooperative management
forts to develop the joint policsince  that has revolutionized natural re-
July 1996 the tribes, a neWDFW ad-  source management Washington
ministration and neWIy empowered state, a broad Spectrum of govern-
state Fish and&Vildlife Commission ments, (manizations and individuals
have struggled to develop a working re-joined hands in 1995 to credfer
lationship. the Sake of the Salmoa new ap-
proach to protect and restore declin-
ing wild salmon stocks.

The Wild Salmonid Policy
will define overall goals
and objectives, as well as
a set of guidelines for
their implementation. It
also will provide a
consistent framework
within which individual
stock or watershed
recovery plans can be
developed.

For the Sake of the Salmaha
framework for action based on co-
operation by stakeholders on the Pa-
cific Coast. It is this partnership that
distinguishes the initiative as more
than just another wild salmon recov-
ery plan. Partners include tribal gov-
ernments, the states Washington,
Oregon and California, counties and
municipalities, the U.S. Environ-
mental ProtectioAgency U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Bureau of In-
dianAffairs, U.S. Forest Service, Bu-
reau of Land Management, Natural
Resources Conservation Service,

While not originally begun as part public utility districts, the timber in-
of theWSRI discussed earligheWild  dustry sport and commercial fishing

Salmonid Policy has been inCOprFatedorganizations and environmental
as the second major element of thegroups.

WSRI. The policy will define overall

goals and objectives, as well as a set of

guidelines for their implementation. It

also will provide a consistent frame-

work within which individual stock or

watershed recovery plans can be devel-

oped.




Salmornis to restore salmon to lev-
els that will ensure healthy sustainable
natural populations and support pro-
ductive fisheries, based on the premise
that communities can develop the best
restoration plan for their areakhe
initiative provides a framework for
consistent action to protect, enhance
and restore salmon stocks along the
entire West Coast.

The goals ofFor the Sake of the
Salmonare to:

+ Support and encourage
formation of local water-
shed groups throughout the
Northwest. These local
watershed groups are
bringing stakeholders to-
gether with surprising re-
sults. Plans developed by
these local groups work
better than those imposed
from the outside.

+ Develop a monitoring sys-
tem that tracks progress to-
ward measurable salmon
recovery objectives. These
objectives will cover both

to encourage private land
owners to take part in res-
toration eforts.

Serve as a forum for the
resolution of issues related
to salmon. Becaudeor the
Sake of the Salmas not
affiliated with any one par-
ticular group, it can provide
an effective forum for de-
veloping regional consen-
sus among diverse groups
on issues ranging from
harvest to hydropower.

Encourage a conservation and

stewardship ethic toward
natural resources in

government, the public and

private industry decision
making.For the Sake of the
Salmonwill offer better
information about how

decisions affect the salmon’s

environment and also offer
reasonable alternatives for
decision makers.

For the Sake of the Salman-

ceived a $125,000 start-up grant fro

and restoration work. Participants also
worked to develop the infrastructure
for a regional salmon restoration fund.

In addition, For the Sake of the
Salmonis compiling a list of bench-
marks that can be used to chart the
Pacific region$ progress in saving
salmon.The first report card on the
condition of salmon populations, wa-
tershed health and community com-
mitment to saving the salmon will be
issued in early 1998.

Wild Stock Restoration
And The Endangered
Species Act (ESA)

Federal fisheries management
agencies have become aware of the
overall decline in salmon and steel-
head abundance and in response to nu-
merous petitions, have been conduct-
ing status reviews under the ESA for
all West Coast salmonids. Consider
able state and tribal stéilme has been
devoted to assisting the federal agen-
cies in conducting these reviews. Re-
sults of theWSRI will figure promi-

mnently in these ESA decision making

long- and short-term issues.

Serve as a clearinghouse
and troubleshooter for lo-
cal watershed groupsor
the Sake of the Salmauill
keep local groups aware of
each othés eforts and
provide help in overcoming
obstacles to success.

Develop a regional package
of proposed incentives for
private landownera/ari-

ous levels of government
already are using incentives

the National Marine Fisheries Service P'OCESSES.

with additional funding provided from

participating stakeholdershe oga-

nization is governed by an executiveFOr MoOre
committee composed of one represen .
tative from each stakeholder group. Information

In 1996For the Sake of the Salmon ~ For more information about the
received $1 million in federal fund- natural resource management activi-
ing to provide watershed coordinatorsties of the treaty Indian tribes in west-
throughout the region. Grants to fundern Washington, contact the North-
the positions and related activities willwest Indian Fisheries Commission,
be awarded to 31 regional watershe®730 MartinWay E., Olympia, WA
groups, enabling them to significantly 98515; or call (360) 4381B0. The

increase their watershed protectiofNWIFC home page is available on the
World Wide Web at http://

mako.nwifc.wa.gov



